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El Perspectives An 'nden pendent fan
| By Vicki Salemi / Fans on Base
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| You know, it's a funny thing about being independent. You get to do all sorts of

B} Awards | things and not let anything hold you back, but in some instances, being too

BlEveits | independent has its disadvantages.

B Milestones | I've been on business trips by
| myself, learned to occupy myself by
| reading a magazine or newspaper

Fans on Base

- aaue Pla: i
[ Interleague Play * Archive

THBies | in restaurants alone, been on * Submit an article
| vacations by myself, so going to the * Hints on getting published
In-Depth Coverags | movies or even a show without a
_ | friend is no big deal. So, when | had a day off and the opportunity to see my
Collective Bargaining 2002 | Yankees at the Stadium, after not having seen them since last fall, | figured
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| It's amazing how being alone never felt, well, lonely, until | was in The House np H“
| That Ruth Built. Aithough | was completely engaged in the game versus the Red | * Godzilla

| going there and enjoying the game by myself would be no big deal, right?

I“"“s ?F 2,’“%"3 | Sox, something or rather, someone was missing. No one to talk to in between Tlﬁ?::lf:s
D:::.ate‘?-185(;> e w ' Innings, no one to whom | could comment about a good catch a fan made or big it 9
ET. Get p;'epar.ed.for : abc_:ut who was warming up in the bullpen. The chants of the crowd, the seven.th- p Monday'
the 15 games this evening with | INNing stretch, the intensity that makes me proud to say I'm a New York fan -- it Bases
previews of every game as | allmade me realize the game isn't just a sport. It's not just a pastime. It's an « MLB.TV
well. | Involvement and experience that you get to share with the people you care Week
Full Schedule & Archives | about. * Cubs no!
| in lineup
! «Bubba T
| And when the people who should be beside you are absent and strangers are e Faatich
there instead, the game just isn't the same. Although it can be watched at home « Braves n
| alone, there is nothing like being in the heart of the action with people you love for seasor
| to be around. * Cards nc
upbeat
| The one good thing about going alone was the ability to make observations ;a,q ngf'g"
| about such sights as fathers and sons high-fiving each other when one of our . Ex::imomi
| hometown heroes got a hit, or boyfriends and girlfriends gazing intently at each NL Player
| other. (Game? What game?) And little girls learning the game and recognizinga | « phillies r
| good bunt when they see one. ends distn
* Angels n
At that moment, | realized, going to the game, with the ritual and rites, is all f:ﬂ";?:u?ﬂ
about sharing the excitement, enjoyment ... and even a hot pretzel. the Week
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| MLB.com presents articles from our users who are "Fans on Base."
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